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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Tenth Report — “With Extraordinary Power…: The Corruption and Crime Commission’s execution of a search 

warrant on the Shire of Halls Creek” — Tabling 
MR M. HUGHES (Kalamunda) [10.08 am]: I present for tabling the tenth report of the Joint Standing Committee 
on the Corruption and Crime Commission titled “With Extraordinary Power…: The Corruption and Crime 
Commission’s execution of a search warrant on the Shire of Halls Creek”. 
[See paper 2319.] 
Mr M. HUGHES: This report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission 
primarily tables two reports of other bodies. The first is a report by the Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption 
and Crime Commission titled “Misconduct by an Officer of the Corruption and Crime Commission: Report on the 
Execution of a Search Warrant on the Shire of Halls Creek” and the second is a report by the Corruption and Crime 
Commission titled “The Commission’s policy on executing search warrants”, which was in direct response to the 
parliamentary inspector’s report. The committee wishes to inform the house that it intends these reports to stand 
without too much committee commentary. 
By way of background, in September 2017, the Corruption and Crime Commission executed a search warrant on 
the residence of the chief executive officer of the Shire of Halls Creek as part of its investigation into alleged 
serious misconduct by the CEO. The Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission 
investigated the circumstances surrounding the execution of the search warrant and made a finding of misconduct 
against the commission officer who executed the search warrant. In his report, the parliamentary inspector 
discusses the circumstances surrounding the finding of misconduct. He asserts that the CCC officer told two shire 
employees that neither would be required to be in attendance during the execution of the search warrant on the 
residence of the chief executive officer. He argued that the CCC officer had no legal power to deny the shire 
employees from being in attendance during the search of the premises and that both employees had a legal right 
to be present on the property during the search, if they wished to be present. The Corruption and Crime 
Commission disagrees with the position taken by the parliamentary inspector in respect of its policy when applying 
for and executing search warrants, and rebuts the assertions made in the parliamentary inspector’s report. 
In particular, the commission report noted that there was “no requirement for persons acting on the apparent 
authority of the occupier to be informed of their legal rights as no such rights existed”. 
After carefully considering both reports, the committee considers that the conduct of the commission in executing 
the search warrant was within the bounds of the commission’s legal authority. There is a note of caution. 
The committee noted that the Corruption and Crime Commission can call upon extraordinary powers when 
undertaking its investigations. A search warrant authorises commission officers to enter and search a premises 
without the consent of the person occupying the premises. It interferes with the privacy and rights of that person. 
It is therefore incumbent on the commission and its officers to recognise the magnitude of this power and to treat 
it with an appropriate level of respect. It must act beyond reproach so its investigations cannot be called into question. 
The commission appears to be aware of the gravity of exercising such power. In addition to legislative 
requirements, the commission has in place a policy that provides guidance to its officers when applying for and 
executing search warrants. The committee notes that this policy has been amended to incorporate some of the 
parliamentary inspector’s concerns, as outlined in his report. The committee will continue to monitor the 
commission’s use of search warrants, including the effectiveness of recent policy amendments, to ensure that this 
extraordinary power is used with care. 
Before commending the report to the house, I wish to acknowledge the work of the other members of the 
committee: Margaret Quirk, MLA, the member for Girrawheen, who chairs the committee; Deputy Chair 
Hon Jim Chown, MLC, member for Agricultural Region; and Hon Alison Xamon, MLC, member for 
North Metropolitan Region. The committee wishes to acknowledge the good services provided to the committee 
by its principal research officer, Alison Sharpe, and the committee’s research officer, Vanessa Beckingham. 
The committee particularly wishes to put on record its thanks to outgoing principal research officer, Alison Sharpe, 
in appreciation for her hard work and dedication since the committee of the fortieth Parliament was formed in 
June 2017. The members of the committee wish Alison all the best in her new role as principal research officer of 
the Community Development and Justice Standing Committee. Committee members also congratulate 
Vanessa Beckingham on her appointment to the position of principal research officer of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission. 
 


	JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION
	Tenth Report — “With Extraordinary Power…: The Corruption and Crime Commission’s execution of a search warrant on the Shire of Halls Creek” — Tabling


